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SGL Carbon receives €42.9 million funding under IPCEI for graphite anode 
materials (GAM) in lithium-ion batteries 
 
 Funding in the amount of €42.9 million to 2028 for SGL Carbon GmbH from the German 

Federal Government and the Free State of Bavaria 

 SGL Carbon project aims at European production of innovative anode materials as a key 
value-added step in electromobility 

 
SGL Carbon, a leading supplier of graphite and carbon products, today received a funding 
notification for the development and industrialization of innovative anode materials made of 
synthetic graphite for use in lithium-ion batteries. The funding program is part of the second 
European IPCEI (Important Project of Common European Interest) / EUBatIn (European Battery 
Innovation) program, which aims at a competitive European value chain for lithium-ion batteries 
based on innovative and sustainable technologies.  
 
SGL Carbon is one of a few manufacturers of synthetic graphite for anode materials in Europe. 
The company’s contribution to the IPCEI project ranges from the development of anode 
materials with increased performance, energy-efficient and sustainable manufacturing 
processes to novel recycling concepts. It also includes scaling them up to pilot scale and finally 
mass production. Over the project lifetime until 2028, the goal is to also establish a closed cycle 
for this cell component. SGL Carbon has already created a solid foundation for the project 
through previous investments such as the battery application laboratory at its Meitingen site. 
The German federal government and the Free State of Bavaria provide funding for the SGL 
Carbon project totaling €42.9 million, which can be drawn down over the duration of the project.  
 
"With our development and industrialization project for new innovative anode materials and 
processes, we make an essential contribution to establishing a sustainable and competitive 
European value chain and circular economy for lithium-ion batteries. In turn, this enables us to 
support our customers with tailored materials and services in their innovation and 
industrialization process. We are very pleased about the support from the federal and state 
governments in this important task and would like to express our sincere thanks," explains 
Burkhard Straube, President Business Unit Graphite Solutions at SGL Carbon. 
 
"In order to produce competitive, high-performance and particularly environmentally friendly 
batteries in the future, we need innovations. The companies participating in the IPCEIs base 
their battery materials, cells and systems pursued in the projects on their own research - in 
cooperation with their partners. This way, we ensure that the battery ecosystem being created 
in Germany and Europe will also place us among the world leaders in terms of technology," 
says Elisabeth Winkelmeier-Becker, Parliamentary State Secretary at the German Federal 
Ministry of Economics and Technology. 

mailto:press@sglcarbon.com
http://www.sglcarbon.com/


 

2 / 3 

"The funding ensures value creation in a central high-tech segment with great future potential, 
which is ideally suited to Bavaria as a business location. In the course of the project, 25 jobs will 
be secured or newly created in Meitingen. SGL Carbon is an important company for the entire 
region and a major employer," says Hubert Aiwanger, Bavarian Minister of Economic Affairs 
and Bavarian Deputy Minister-President.  
  
Synthetic graphite is utilized as anode material for lithium-ion batteries in many fast-growing 
applications such as electric vehicles, stationary energy storage systems and mobile consumer 
devices. Compared to natural graphite, synthetic graphite has a better performance, higher 
quality consistency and easier production scalability, as well as a better profile in terms of 
environmental footprint and safety in manufacturing. In the project described, SGL Carbon 
builds on its core competencies in the development and mass production of synthetic graphite. 
 
 
Further information  
 
Today, Elisabeth Winkelmeier-Becker, Parliamentary State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of 
Economics and Technology, and Hubert Aiwanger, Bavarian Minister of Economic Affairs and 
Deputy Minister-President of Bavaria, will personally hand over the funding notification to SGL 
Carbon at the Meitingen site starting at 16:00h. For those of you who would like to follow the 
event virtually, in German only, we have set up a Youtube Live Event 
 
To learn more about SGL Carbon's battery materials, visit our website: Graphite Solutions for 
Energy Storage  
 
For more information and a video clip about our battery application lab, please click here: 
https://www.sglcarbon.com/en/markets-solutions/applications/battery-application-laboratory-for-
graphite-anode-material/  

 
 
 

About SGL Carbon  

 
SGL Carbon is a technology-based company and world leader in the development and 
production of carbon-based solutions. Its high-quality materials and products made from 
specialty graphite and composites are used in industrial sectors that determine the future: 
automotive, aerospace, solar and wind energy, semiconductor and LEDs as well as in the 
production of lithium-ion batteries, fuel cell and other energy storage systems. In addition, SGL 
Carbon develops solutions for chemical and industrial applications. 
 
In 2019, SGL Carbon SE generated sales of around 1.1 billion euros. The company has 
approx. 5,100 employees at 31 locations in Europe, North America, and Asia. 
 
Materials, products and solutions from SGL Carbon are embedded in the major topics of the 
future: sustainable mobility, new energies and cross-industry digitization. Further developments 
in these areas demand more intelligent, more efficient, networked and sustainable solutions. 
This is where the entrepreneurial vision of SGL Carbon evolves around: contributing to a 
smarter world. 
 
Further information on SGL Carbon can be found at www.sglcarbon.com/press.  
 

https://youtu.be/WqvRtJ4NUHk
https://www.sglcarbon.com/en/markets-solutions/markets/energy-storage/
https://www.sglcarbon.com/en/markets-solutions/markets/energy-storage/
https://www.sglcarbon.com/en/markets-solutions/applications/battery-application-laboratory-for-graphite-anode-material/
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http://www.sglcarbon.com/press


 

3 / 3 

Important note: 
To the extent that our press release contains forward-looking statements, the latter are based on information that is available at present 
and on our current forecasts and assumptions. Forward-looking statements, by their very nature, entail known as well as unknown risks 
and uncertainties that may lead to actual developments and events differing substantially from the forward-looking assessments. 
Forward-looking statements must not be understood to be guarantees. Instead, future developments and events depend on a large 
number of factors; they comprise various risks and imponderables and are based on assumptions that may possibly turn out not to be 
appropriate. These include unforeseeable changes to fundamental political, economic, legal and societal conditions, particularly in the 
context of our main customers’ industries, the competitive situation, interest and exchange rate trends, technological developments as 
well as other risks and uncertainties. We perceive additional risks e.g. in pricing developments, unforeseeable events in the environment 
of companies acquired and Group member companies as well as in current cost savings programs from time to time. The SGL Carbon 
assumes no obligation and does not intend to adjust or otherwise update these forward-looking statements either.  
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