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SGL Carbon and BMW Group receive JEC Innovation Award for Natural 
Fiber Composites Project 
 

• Joint project with BMW Group wins JEC Innovation Award in the “Automotive & Road 

Transportation - Parts” category 

• Award recognizes the world's most innovative composite solutions each year 

• SGL Carbon is involved in developing and manufacturing of pre-impregnated materials 

made from flax fiber fabric 

 

The JEC Composites Innovation Awards annually honor the most innovative and ambitious 

collaborative projects in the composite materials industry each year. This year's winners in 11 

categories were announced on January 12, 2026, at the JEC World Premiere in Paris. The 

winner of the “Automotive & Road Transportation – Parts” category is the BMW Group's “BMW 

M Natural Fiber Composites” project, in which SGL Carbon is involved with a resin and prepreg 

system. 

 

The result of close collaboration with the BMW Group, Bcomp Ltd., Cobra Advanced 

Composites CO., LTD, and PPG Wörwag Coatings GmbH & Co. KG. is production-ready 

natural fiber composites made from renewable, flax-based raw materials. In particular, visible 

exterior and interior parts can be easily manufactured from flax fibers. 

 

Prepregs made from Natural Fibers 
 

SGL Carbon developed its own resin and prepreg system for this purpose at its Meitingen and 

Willich sites, which improves durability, visual quality, and processability by overcoming the 

typical moisture sensitivity of natural fiber composite materials. 

 

“The high moisture absorption of flax fibers was one of the biggest challenges, alongside the 

typical extensive requirements for automotive visible components. We developed a special 

transparent resin system that is particularly resistant to and tolerant of the high moisture content 

of natural fibers. This ensures not only an attractive component appearance but also the good 

mechanical and thermal properties of the composite material,” explains Dr. Thomas Meinhardt, 

Team Lead Technical Marketing Prepregs at SGL Carbon. “We congratulate the BMW Group 

on this award and are proud to contribute our prepregs to the project.” 

 

 

The use of natural fiber composites significantly reduces both the CO₂e footprint and the 

component weight. Compared to CFRP, a CO₂e reduction of around 40% can be achieved in 

production, with additional end-of-life considerations. 
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About SGL Carbon  
 

SGL Carbon is a technology-based company and a world leader in the development and 

production of carbon-based solutions. Its high-quality materials and products made from 

specialty graphite, carbon fibers and composites serve many industries that are shaping the 

trends of the future: climate friendly mobility, aerospace, solar and wind energy, 

semiconductors, and LEDs as well as the production of fuel cell and other energy storage 

systems. In addition, SGL Carbon develops solutions for chemical and industrial applications. 

 

In 2024, SGL Carbon SE generated sales of 1.0 billion euros. The company employs 

approximately 4,400 people at 29 locations in Europe, North America, and Asia.  

 

Further information on SGL Carbon can be found at www.sglcarbon.com/press.  

Please find a collection of press photos available for download here: 
https://www.sglcarbon.com/en/newsroom/press-images/ 

 
 
Important note: 
To the extent that our press release contains forward-looking statements, the latter are based on information that is available at present 
and on our current forecasts and assumptions. Forward-looking statements, by their very nature, entail known as well as unknown risks 
and uncertainties that may lead to actual developments and events differing substantially from the forward-looking assessments. 
Forward-looking statements must not be understood to be guarantees. Instead, future developments and events depend on a large 
number of factors; they comprise various risks and imponderables and are based on assumptions that may possibly turn out not to be 
appropriate. These include unforeseeable changes to fundamental political, economic, legal and societal conditions, particularly in the 
context of our main customers’ industries, the competitive situation, interest and exchange rate trends, technological developments as 
well as other risks and uncertainties. We perceive additional risks e.g. in pricing developments, unforeseeable events in the environment 
of companies acquired and Group member companies as well as in current cost savings programs from time to time. The SGL Carbon 
assumes no obligation and does not intend to adjust or otherwise update these forward-looking statements either.  
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